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HOW DOES GOD
“BRING HIS
CHILDREN HOME?"
THROUGH YOU!
WHEN YOU INVITE
THEM TO HEAR
THE WORD OF GOD
WITH YOU!

INVITE
A FAMILY MEMBER,
NEIGHBOR,
CO-WORKER,
FELLOW
STUDENT, OR
FRIEND
TO JOIN YOU ON
SUNDAY
IN ATTENDING.

SUNDAYS 9:00 AM

REV. GENE SMITH
~ PASTOR~

ANDREW SHAFFER
DAVID JUENGEL
~DEACONS~

VIST US AT WWW.FLCRIV.ORG
E-MAIL US AT
FAITHRIVERSIDE@ATT.NET

Facecook.com/faithlutheranriversideca
n Facebook.com/paulgwenz

GI]I] 5 WORK, OUR WITNESS

The modern era struggles with what C.S. Lewis called “chronological
snobbery,” the uncritical preference for “the intellectual climate
common to our own age.” It is seen in the way “modern” is used
when connected with conveniences or intellectual ideas. This age —
most of us included — simply assumes that something modern is
better.

This same snobbery sometimes afflicts the church. For years, Martin
Luther and the reformers were critiqued for a supposed lack of
interest in “mission.” But the fact is that they understood the
church’s work more comprehensively, even holistically.

The modern use of “mission” arose in the 19th century and was
used to describe foreign evangelistic activity. In the 20th century,
the burgeoning unbelief of those in the West needed to be
addressed, and the term expanded to include also domestic or
national mission. This is when signs started appearing on church
parking lot exits saying: “You are now entering the mission field.”

Continued on Page 2...
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The practical result was that “mission” came to refer to everything the church
was supposed to be doing outside the church walls. But here’s the problem: The
church’s work to save the lost does not occur only externally to a church
building. Instead, every action of God through His church is directed toward the
redemption and salvation of sinners. This is how Reformation Lutherans
understood the church’s mission.

The Reformation View of ‘Mission’

Martin Luther’s understanding of mission is displayed clearly in his Small and
Large Catechism explanations to the Apostles’ Creed. [1] To be sure, he did not
intend to write a modern theology of missions. However, his assumptions about
God’s work in the world provide a foundation for understanding the mission of
the church.

The Apostles’ Creed begins with the work of creation. God’s first step in
redeeming the world was to create it. God knew man would fall into sin, and yet,
in love, He created the world regardless, knowing that He would send His Son to
suffer and die for the sins of the world. Thus, the love of God for sinners that
sent Christ to die is the same love of God that created the world.

Luther’s explanation shows God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy in caring
for sinful humanity even after creation. “I believe that God has made me and all
creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my
members ... and still takes care of them,” you have no doubt heard children
recite, or perhaps recited yourself (SC The Creed, First Article, Luther’s Small
Catechism with Explanation, CPH, 2017). Mission begins prior to the speaking of
the Word of the Gospel; without God’s providing hand for the righteous and the
wicked alike (see SC Ill, 4th Petition), the unbeliever would have no opportunity
to hear that Gospel.

God’s work of redeeming sinful mankind belongs to the Second Article, which
details the incarnation, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for the
sins of the world. Luther summarizes it in the Large Catechism: “The little word
Lord means simply the same as redeemer. It means the One who has brought us
from Satan to God, from death to life, from sin to righteousness, and who
preserves us in the same” (LC Il 31; emphasis original). Without redemption,
there would be no mission.

The Holy Spirit delivers the redemption Christ won. Luther writes:
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The work of redemption is done and accomplished. Christ has acquired and
gained the treasure for us by His suffering, death, resurrection, and so on. ... So
that this treasure might not stay buried, but be received and enjoyed, God has
caused the Word to go forth and be proclaimed. In the Word He has the Holy
Spirit bring this treasure home and make it our own. (LC Il 38)

If the Holy Spirit’s work is to make people holy as His name implies, Luther says,
the question becomes: “What are His method and means to this end?” He
answers his own question: “By the Christian Church, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. For in the first place, the Spirit
has His own congregation in the world, which is the mother that conceives and
bears every Christian through God’s Word” (LC Il 41-42). The mission of the
church does not happen only outside the church’s walls, but is integral to
everything she does.

The closing words to the Apostles’ Creed portion of the Large Catechism seal
the deal:

See, here you have the entire divine essence, will, and work shown most
completely in quite short and yet rich words. In these words all our wisdom
stands, which surpasses and exceeds the wisdom, mind, and reason of all
people. ... For here in all three articles God has revealed Himself and opened
the deepest abyss of His fatherly heart and His pure, inexpressible love. He has
created us for this very reason, that He might redeem and sanctify us. In
addition to giving and imparting to us everything in heaven and upon earth, He
has even given to us His Son and the Holy Spirit, who brings us to Himself. ... The
Creed tells what God does for us and gives to us. (LC 11 63, 64, 67)

There’s no better way of expressing God’s mission and the church’s part in that
mission than through demonstrating “what God does for us and gives to us.”

Theological Rubber and Roads of Reality

The working out of this approach to the church’s work — or, more appropriately,
God’s work through His church — is quite practical. The theological rubber hits
the road of reality in the congregation of saints gathered around Word and
Sacraments, who live their lives in service to one another in the household of
God and to those outside of it.
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The Rev. Dr. Robert Preus, a former president of Concordia Theological Seminary,
Fort Wayne, once articulated the church’s mission in this way: “It is the mission of the
Church faithfully to preserve the means of grace (the Word of God and the
Sacraments) pure and unadulterated, to use them diligently for its own edification,
and to bring them to all who do not yet belong to the kingdom of God.” [2] This
statement can be broken down into three sections.

Firstly, the Scriptures clearly speak to the church’s duty to preserve the Means of
Grace pure and unadulterated. Of course, God’s Word remains pure without our aid.
Baptism washes away our sins regardless of the moral state of the man baptizing.
But St. Paul still urges Timothy: “Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching
[doctrine]. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your
hearers” (1 Tim. 4:16). In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul appeals to the brothers “to
watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the
doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them” (Rom. 16:17). Some have argued
that this doesn’t pertain to those inside the church, but only outside. St. Paul makes
no distinction: If a teacher causes division and teaches contrary to the doctrine,
Christians are to mark and avoid him. For to them, Christ will say: “I never knew you,
depart from Me, you workers of lawlessness” (Matt. 7:23).

It is also worth noting that while Christ and the apostles enjoin theological
faithfulness upon the entire church, this faithfulness is most necessary on what
might be called the “ragged edges of the church,” places such as the mission field or
new church plants where the church is expanding the boundaries of Christ’s kingdom
by invading the kingdom of darkness. The commander places his best soldiers and
weapons where the fighting is the fiercest. So also for the church: Theological fidelity
s most necessary to establish a new church — whether one congregation or an
international church body — on a solid footing.

The Means of Grace, so preserved, are then used by God in two ways: They preserve
those already in the kingdom of God, and then they are brought to those who do not
yet belong to the kingdom of God.

If the people of God are not fed on the bread of immortality, if they have not received
the overabundant grace of God and forgiveness of their sins, if they have not
grasped by faith the depth of the love of Christ for sinners and heard that
forgiveness in the absolution, if they have not remembered its washing in Holy
Baptism or tasted its goodness in the Lord’s Supper, then they have nothing to share
with the world. It’s akin to hauling a wagon full of bread and water into the desert to
care for the lost, but then dying with the fully loaded wagon behind you. If the
Christian is not fed and nourished, he will have nothing with which to witness to
God’s work to save sinners.
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Because that is precisely what the church does: She brings the Means of Grace
to those who do not yet belong to the kingdom. She knows the promises of God,
that those who hear and receive the Word will become God’s children. She
knows that Baptism washes away sin and the Lord’s Supper is the medicine of
immortality. And so, to thirsting and starving sinners, she cries out: “Come, eat
of my bread and drink of the wine | have mixed. Leave your simple ways, and
live, and walk in the way of insight” (Prov. 9:5-6).

The Faithful Witness

This comprehensive activity of God through the church may, of course, be
expressed in different ways. For example, the LCMS had a threefold emphasis
for many years: Witness, Mercy, Life Together. This encapsulated the church’s
work in preserving and expanding her witness — arguably a much better term
than “mission” — while also acknowledging the importance of the corporate life
of the church. The church witnesses, to her members and to the world. The
church shows mercy to those in need, beginning with those of the household of
faith (Gal. 6:10). The church lives together as the corporate Body of Christ,
sustained by the same means which grow the church: Word and Sacrament.
But other expressions are equally valid. Currently, the LCMS Office of
International Mission, which cares for and guides the LCMS’ international
endeavors around the world, builds on another threefold emphasis: Spreading
the Gospel, Planting Lutheran Churches, Showing Mercy. Imagine them like an
arch in which Planting Lutheran Churches sits as the keystone. The keystone
makes the arch possible. But without the stones on either side, the keystone is
useless. So also, spreading the Gospel and showing mercy to those in need
directly support the planting of Lutheran churches, which of necessity will be
the result of the sharing of the pure and unadulterated Means of Grace.

In the end, the church’s mission is not that complicated. Whatever it might be
called, the work of the church is not primarily a matter of geographic location,
whether in foreign fields or outside the borders of your church property. What
the church does begins in the sanctuary, at the altar and pulpit, and spreads
out from there, being nothing less than the faithful witness to the world of the
One who has done all things well: Jesus Christ.

By Roy S. Askins
This article originally appeared in the November 2025 issue of The Lutheran
Witness.



What Is Barrett’s Esophagus?

A condition called Barrett's esophagus affects about 5% of adults nationwide. It
causes the lining of the esophagus, the tube that carries food from your mouth to
your stomach, to change. This raises the risk for getting cancer of the esophagus.
Doctors don’t yet know what causes Barrett’'s esophagus. But some people are at
increased risk. The condition is more common in the U.S. than in other countries.
People are more likely to have it if they are age 50 or older. Tobacco use raises the
risk. So does excess weight around the waist.

Barrett's esophagus itself has no symptoms. But many people with the condition
also have gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD). Symptoms of GERD can
include heartburn, chest pain, or nausea. Some people with GERD have problems
swallowing.

Doctors usually diagnose Barrett's esophagus by using endoscopy. Endoscopy uses
a small flexible tube to see inside the body. Barrett’'s esophagus is often treated by
using the same medications used to treat GERD. Other treatment options can
include surgery.

If you have GERD, managing your symptoms can help reduce damage to the
esophagus. Your doctor may recommend dietary or other lifestyle changes.

Pastor Gene is a Pastoral Counselor

p as tO ral with a Phd. andis available tosee any

of our members, their families or
friends that would like to have some
counseling.

COUNSELING







Free International Art Exhibit
Sept 8—Nov 16
Immanuel Lutheran Church

5455 Alessandro Blvd.
Riverside, CA 92506
951-682-7613

_ The new Byzantine Service will be held
#&« Son the first Saturday of every month

| Hat 5:00 pm. Please join us for a new

#\Wworship service.

Join us for Women’s Sunday Morning Bible

LM@ S Study from 8:10-8:50 am in the Fellowship
Hall. We will be studying the “7 Virtues of a
Proverb 31 Woman.”

except for the last Sunday of the month when we have
he Fellowship Brunch.

The topic will be: “A Warrior’s Guide To Spiritual
Battle” Led by Deacon David Juengel

SCRIP Sales Schedule 2025

November 2, November 16,
December 7, December 21.

Updated SCRIP List is on the table in the Narthex.




Pastor & Church Worker
Appreciation

Faith’s Annual Thanksgiving Dinner!

Sunday, November 23rd at 4:00 P.M.
In the Fellowship Hall
Sign-Up in the Narthex before
and after service.

Please put down number of guests and items to bring!

Questions? Contact Diane Brody (951) 312-4347

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS TODAY!
Allordersdueby November30, 2025

Poinsettias are $18.75
Please fill out the form in the Narthex and include with offering

Questions? See Heather Svika




COMMISSIONING
SERVICE
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Fellowship

Tail's Head Eldler, David Juengel, war

Snchsy, Auguil 3, 2025 during Falls
00 am Service

Fellowship time between services:

who have taken a date.

If you would like to bring some goodies to share between services, please sign up in
the Narthex on the bulletin board. There are a few Sundays opened. Thank you to all
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“FOOD FOR FAITH"

Faith wants to take care of our families! Whether it is to celebrate
the birth of a baby, help during chemo- therapy months for our
brothers and sisters, or pro- vide meals when a family member is
sick or has passed away, Food for Faith wants to help our fami- lies.
But we cannot do it without the help of all of you. Food for Faith
needs volunteers who would be willing to provide a meal for our
families that are in need. If you are interested in helping, there is a
sign- up sheet on the bulletin board in the Church Narthex, or you
can contact Sherry Llamas at 714-337- 7201.

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such

sacrifices God is pleased.” ~ Hebrews 13:16
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at 951-619-2626.

On Saturdays, Pastor Gene would like to make home visits
to Faith Lutheran Church families. If you would like/
need a Pastoral visit, please see Donna to sign up for a
time that works best for you, or call the Church Office
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7 v':”o.';,'o?'.*: 3’."’ Keira Nord 11/03
MG Ol e v ‘. Charlie Danieley IV 11/04
' ’ Larry Phipps 11/05
James & Melissa Creacy 11/14 Cell PErieley DU
Ken & Diane Brody 11/25 Jeremy Tito 11/21,
Brian Michaud 11/25
Early December BIRTHDAYS
Brad Brody 12/01
Jonah Llamas 12/03
Stephanie Michaud 12/03
Nathan Llamas 12/04

If we missed any birthdays or anniversaries,
please contact the Church. Thanks!

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES IN OCTOBER 2025

GAINS IN MEMBERSHIP — 0
LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP — 0

MEMBERSHIP NOW STANDS AT: 180 Baptized, 139 Confirmed

NEXT FELLOWSHIP BRUNCH,

o e NOVEMBER 30, 2025!
Fellowship
- Join us for our Sunday Fellowship Brunch and Visitor

BFﬁunéh Welcome (after Sunday service).

We hold these on the last Sunday of the month. We want

to encourage fellowship for our whole congregation, as

well as encouraging you to bring a guest with you that week! Bring them to our 9:00
am service and stay later for Brunch! The church will supply some of the brunch
food, but we ask each family to bring a brunch item to share (muffins, egg
casseroles, quiche, etc.), so we will have enough for our guests.




As an act of Grace — undeserved love for us — God sent Jesus“to be sin for

us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”
— 2 Corinthians 5:21b

Jesus took our sin & death and in exchange — week by week — we receive
forgiveness,
eternal life and the status of holy children of God. Please join us at Faith

each Sunday for:

9:00 AM Traditional Worship Service (inside sanctuary)
1:00 PM Online Worship Service [Upload] on Youtube.

www.youtube.com/@davidito834/video
“We are Therefore Chrridls ambassadors, as Though.
God were mafeing bis- appeal Through ui- (e mplore
you or- Chorid s behalf: Be reconciled To- Cod."
7 Corirdnians 5:70)



https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/5-20.html

We

Church Office Hours are Tuesday through Thursday 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM and Friday 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM. Pastor
available on Wednesdays & Saturdays from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm.

7:30-9 am Men’s
Breakfast Bible Study
5:00 pm Byzantine Service

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:10-8:50 AM Women’s 10am Bible Study 7:30-9 am Men’s
Bible Study Breakfast Bible Study
9:00 AM Worship Service 5:15-8:15 pm Young
After 9:00 AM Service . - Champions
Bible Study 7:30 pm HMM. meeting
9 11 12 13 14 15
8:10 -8:50 AMWomen’s 9:15 am Food 10:00 amFood 10am BibleStudy 7:30-9 am Men’s
Bible Study Distrib. Set-up Distribution Breakfast Bible Study
9:00 AM WorshipService | 7.30 pm NA meeting 5:15-8:15 pm Young 10:00 am LWML Meeting
. : - Veterans Day -
After 9:00 AM Service Champions
Bible Study
16 17 19 20 21 22
8:10 -8:50 AMWomen’s 6:00 pm BOD 10am BibleStudy 7:30-9 am Men’s
Bible Study Meeting Breakfast Bible Study
9:00 AM WorshipService | 7:.30 pm NA meeting 5:15-8:15 pm Young
After 9:00 AM Service Champions
Bible Study
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8:10 -8:50 AM Women’s 9:15 am Food Distrib. 10:00 wE.mooa THANKSGIVING DAY 7:30-9 am Men’s
. 7:30 pm NA meeting Set-up Distribution : Breakfast Bible Study
m_@mo»m@_&o..mivmmnino ==
After 9:00 AM Service
Bible Stud |
4:00 pm >wb:m_ Church Office Closed
Thanksgiving Dinner
30
8:10 -8:50 AM Women’s
Bible Study

9:00 AM WorshipService
After 9:00 AM Service
Bible Study




